
Order of Service for Maunday Thursday 

April 9, 2020 

 

Opening Bells and lighting of the candles 

 

Opening Hymn – Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (#621) 

 

 Let all mortal flesh keep silence and with fear 

  And trembling stand. 

 Pondering nothing earthly minded, for with blessing 

  In His hand 

 Christ our God to earth descending comes our 

  Homage to demand. 

 

 King of kings yet born of Mary, as of old on  

  Earth He stood, 

 Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body 

  And the blood, 

 He will give to all the faithful His own self 

  For heavenly food. 

 

 Rank on rank the hosts of heaven spread its 

  Vanguard on the way 

 As the Light of Light, descending  

  From the realms of endless day, 

 Comes the powers of hell to vanquish 

  As the darkness clears away. 

 

 At His feet the six-winged seraph,  

  Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

 Veil their faces to the presence 

  As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

 “Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High”! Amen 

 

Invocation: 

 Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 People: Amen. 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 

 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

All: I a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day for Maunday Thursday 

 

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your 

passion. Grant that we may look forward to receiving the sacred mystery of Your 

body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in 

us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

All : Amen 
 

Readings for Maunday Thursday: 

 

Old Testament  - Exodus 12:1-14 

Epistle – 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 

Gospel – John 13:1-17, 31-35 

 

Gospel reading (Sermon text) – John 13:1-17, 31-35 

 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, 

he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into 

the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking 

a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to 



wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 

him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward 

you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 

answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter 

said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said 

to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,[a] but is 

completely clean. And you[b] are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew 

who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his 

place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call 

me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I 

have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 
16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant[c] is not greater than his master, nor is a 

messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed 

are you if you do them. 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 

glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, 

and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will 

seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going 

you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (Spoken together) 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

He descended into hell; 

The third day He rose again from the dead; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26629a
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He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of Saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life + everlasting. Amen 

 

Sermon hymn – Love in Christ is Strong and Living (#706) 

 

 Love in Christ is strong and living,  

  Binding faithful hearts in one; 

 Love in Christ is true and giving. 

  May His will in us be done. 

 

 Love is patient and forbearing, 

  Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

 Gentle, selfless, kind and caring, 

  Reaching out in charity. 

 

 Love in Christ abides forever, 

  Fainting not when ills attend; 

 Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

  Shall endure until life’s end. Amen. 

 

Sermon: “Humble Service” – John 13:12-14 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

After each petition: 

Pastor: Lord in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer(Spoken together) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 Hallowed be Thy name, 



 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

  those who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

 But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  

 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you  

and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 

give you peace. 

All: Amen 
 

Closing Hymn: “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (#436) 

 

 Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s power; 

  Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 

  Watch with Him one bitter hour, 

 Turn not from His griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

 Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 

  Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  

  Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

 Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 

 Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there adoring at His feet, 

  Mark that miracle of time, 

  God’s own sacrifice complete. 

 “It is finished!” hear Him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 

 Early hasten to the tomb where they laid His breathless clay; 

  All is solitude and gloom. 

  Who has taken Him away? 

 Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise. 

 

 Stripping of the Altar in preparation for Good Friday (Psalm chanted by Pastor) 

 


